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young man in the mall was holding hands with his fiancée. They run into his colleagues.
Caught off guard, when asked to introduce the woman beside him, he hastily replies, “Oh...

she is my sister.” His answer denies her place in his life, invalidating their love and relationship.

One day, Jesus asked His disciples. Matthew 16:15-16, “Who do people say the Son of Man
is?” The disciples answered cautiously, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others,
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”, avoiding to declare Jesus’ place in their lives.

But Jesus pressed in: “But what about you? Who do you say I am?”
Peter promptly answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God (Matthew 16:16).”

Jesus’ question cuts to the core to fact-check the spiritual reality of His place in your heart,
making any religious performance irrelevant.

Ask any married couple the genesis and evolution of their relationship — from strangers to
marriage — and they can readily recount.

But when Christians are asked to describe the genesis and evolution of their relationship with
Jesus, many are unable to articulate their personal journey. Like the story of Jo: One morning, she
awoke to find a wedding band on her finger and a man sleeping beside her. Overwhelmed, she had no
memory of meeting him, falling in love, or getting married. Apart from their matching rings, she could
not recall any shared history. Jo was stunned — how could she be married yet not know how she got
there [Note 1]. So, how did you and Jesus begin?

I once called myself a Christian, but Christ wasn't in my heart. I was, unknowingly, a Christless
Christian — genuinely convinced I was, simply because I was part of a church community. Others
thought so too; they even asked me to lead Bible studies, for crying out loud. [Note 1].

For some, today’s mega and franchised churches have become breeding grounds for Christless
Christians — believers in name, yet unknown by Jesus (Matthew 7:23). These environments often
allow disengagement and invisibility from week to week. When volunteerism is mistaken for spiritual
maturity, genuine heart transformation — the true measure of growth — is drowned out.

Christless Christian’ is more than an oxymoron. Unlike atheists who openly reject God, Christless
Christians pose a subtler danger: they claim His name without knowing Him. Their lives revolve
around everything but Christ, remaining strangers to the very One they profess to follow.

The book Being Christian 2.0 [Note 1] offers a simple model for evaluating your relationship
with Jesus: Where does He truly stand in your heart? Religious credentials and performance mean
nothing — only the authenticity of your relationship with Him matters. Where is Jesus — truly —
in your heart and your life?

Figurehead

You call yourself a Christian, yet God remains a concept— an idea in your mind, not a living
Person ruling in your heart. You follow rituals, but your worship is hollow; surrendering to a concept
makes no sense. Prayer becomes routine, like writing to Santa or leaving a tooth for the Tooth Fairy —
tradition without power. You assume everyone approaches faith this way: performing, preserving
appearances, never asking the uncomfortable question — Is Christ and His salvation truly real, personal,
and alive in me?

Celebrity

You believe God exists —not as an idea, but as a Person. Yet to you, He’s a distant king or un-
touchable celebrity. Real, but irrelevant, too great to notice your struggles. Intimacy with Him feels
absurd —like calling the King of England for a round of golf. So you avoid prayer; it feels empty, a one-
way monologue into the void. Thus, you stay distant from the very God who longs to draw you near.

Acquaintance

You call yourself a Christian because you're familiar with God, an acquaintance you speak to
when convenient, knowing He won't turn you away. You've tasted His blessings and seen answered

VW Figure One: A Model of Divine Relationship

Lord & King

Acquaintance

Figurehead Celebrity

Santa Claus King of England A Colleague The Person To Live and Die For
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prayers, yet you refuse to surrender fully. Clinging to control,
you trust yourself more than Him. You keep God at arm’s length —
He is your backup plan, crisis hotline, insurance policy when all
else fails. You know His name but deny Him His rightful place as
Lord over your life.

Lord and King

You call yourself a Christian because Jesus isnt part of your
life — He is your life. He reigns as Lord and King, the center of your
being. You belong to Him (Ezekiel 11:20), faithfully stewarding
His divine calling (Ephesians 2:10). Your purpose is clear: to glorify
Him and make Him known. You live as Christ’s letter to the
world — written not with ink, but by the Spirit on your heart (2
Corinthians 3:2-3).

You seck Him daily — not from duty, but desire— through
prayer, worship, and the Word. You walk in step with His Spirit,
listening and yielding, operating in Spirit-taught words. His love,
peace, joy, and hope sustain you. Your life bears lasting fruit. As
water reflects the face, your life reflects a heart that belongs fully to
Christ.

Where do you stand? If Jesus is merely a figurehead, celebrity,
or distant acquaintance, your heart has not yet been born of the
Spirit (John 3:5-6). Jesus said plainly, “I never knew you” (Matthew

7:23) — because you were never His.

Hudson Taylor said, “Christ is either Lord of all, or He is not
Lord at all.”

The rich young ruler is a sobering example (Matthew 19:
16-22): unwilling to surrender, he chose his wealth over Christ.
Though Jesus loved him, He let him go.

Being Christian 2.0 identifies ten signs of a Christless

Christian — sober warnings against hollow religion that lacks true
Lordship.

A growth mindset says we can choose to change for the better,
refusing to let the past define the future.

We measure physical growth by height and weight, academic
progress from kindergarten to PhD — but how to measure spiritual
growth? How do we track growth from spiritual death to new birth,
to become the ultimate cloud of witnesses?

Confusion arises when once-revered faith leaders are exposed
as long-stagnant spiritual infants, still bound by sin. What came to
light reveals they weren't walking in the Spirit’s freedom but trapped
in the flesh, where the Spirit and flesh remain in conflict.

If discipleship is the heart-beat of the Church, is the heart
still beating?

Why does establishing a spiritual growth path matter? What
does it look like?

In my early days as a “Christian 1.0,” without a spiritual parent
or vision, I was unaware of God’s purpose for my life —ignorant
that I would one day give an account. I drifted aimlessly, “beating
the air,” as Paul said— wasting time without focus, direction, or
intent.

The Relationship Maturity Model (RMM), adapted from
Debugging Discipleship [Note 2], offers a simple framework and
shared language for assessing spiritual growth. It helps you move
toward a purposeful, fruitful, and victorious life — living worthy
of Christ and running your race with intention, ready to give your
best account before the Lord.

The heart of the matter of discipleship is the matter of the

heart.

They are: (1) The Lost, (2) The Elementary, and (3) The Mature.
Progress is by growing faith, rooted in hearing God’s Word through
the Holy Spirit. As faith deepens, we see our sin more clearly and
grasp His love more fully. Debugging Discipleship identifies “bugs”
in each stage — barriers that must be addressed for growth.

From Lost State to His Kingdom

Exiting the Lost State is the most consequential breakthrough.
Until you're born again, you're still lost—unknown by Christ,
not a child of God, not a citizen of His Kingdom, without the
Holy Spirit, and your name not yet written in the Lamb’s Book
of Life.

Spiritual rebirth is the only way out of the Lost state.

worthyl&fpurposeful

A TFigure 2: Relationship Maturity Model (RMM) from Debugging Discipleship

The required faith is clear in Romans 10:9: “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and
believe in your beart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” This alignment of heart and
mouth is no accident — “the mouth speaks what the heart is full of” (Luke 6:45). True confession flows
from a fully surrendered heart. Without a genuine relationship with Christ, the rest of the RMM
path remains inaccessible.

From Elementary to Maturity

Many Christians cling to a ticket to heaven but remain spiritual infants —spectators, not Spirit-led
disciples. Their lives show little transformation, often mirroring those who don’t know Christ. Yet true
maturity comes through the renewing of the mind by the Spirit through His Word (Romans 12:2).

Spiritual growth is marked by walking in the Spirit, denying the flesh, healing from wounds, and
breaking free from sin, defence mechanisms, and self-preserving patterns.

The downfall of celebrated leaders is a sobering reminder: outward performance can mask an
untouched heart. But God is not fooled — “Nothing concealed will remain hidden” (Luke 12:2-3). The
only true measure of maturity is this: does Christ reign as Lord in the deepest places of your heart?

Being Faithful & Victorious
Being transformed and set free is God’s preparation for His calling on your life— a calling not
about you, your ambition, or success, but about His glory, His purpose, and His heart for people. Its

established through the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit — not by human effort, but through
bold faith, full obedience, and surrender.

A truly victorious life is one that can echo Jesus' words before the Father: 7 have brought You glory
on earth by finishing the work You gave me to do” (John 17:4). This isn’t a vague hope —it’s the very
measure by which your life will be weighed.

Even now, Jesus asks: “Who do you say I am?” Your answer must be your own—not borrowed, not
masked by religious activity, not hidden behind performance. On that day, hollow cries of “Lord, Lord,
didnt we do ... in Your name” (Matthew 7) will not stand. But had they said, “Lord, I trusted, obeyed,
and followed when You called,” the outcome would have been very different.

The question now stands before you:
What is your faith narrative today?

1. Being Christian 2.0: Instead of Losing Heart, Let’s Start Over, by Joanna Ng (2022).
2. Debugging Discipleship: Flowing the Church Out as Liquid to Bear Fruit that Lasts, by Joanna Ng (2024).

JoannaW. Ng is an Al technologist, inventor, and thoughtleader renowned for integrating scientific
innovation with Christian faith. A former IBMer, accredited the title of IBM Master Inventor, with 50
patents granted; served for seven years as Head of Research and Director of the Centre for Advanced
Studies at IBM Canada, Joanna is the concept creator and co-author of two Springer computer science
books—7he Smart Interner (2010) and 7he Personal Web (2013)—with over 20 peer-reviewed academic
papers. Joanna founded Devarim Design, an Al startup for developing truth-driven, decentralized
Al systems, the fair trade of data and personal Al for augmented cognition. www.linkedin.com/in/
joannawng; www.joannawng.com

4 N

Prayer to Accept Jesus

Feel free to contact

“Dear Lord Jesus, | know that | am a sinner, and | ask for Your | usif any questions:

forgiveness. | believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead.
| turn from my sins and invite You to come into my heart and life. |
want to trust and follow You as my Lord and Savior. In Your Name,
Amen."
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