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AT FIE EHSFRREH
L
WEREEEET SR S5 4pE, & R) 1490 Birchmount Road
ZHZEGHEEEE FEN 8L 3:30p(E) 200 Commander Blvd.
FAEGAEEEHE  EE HL10aE 5)11:30a(3) 2940 Markham Rd.
SHRZEEEBHT  RHE SEERELE12n(E), 10:30a(E ZE) 841 Progress Ave.
SHSEEEATESZ iR Eﬁgﬁfﬁtﬂa( E3) 9:153(3) 200 Commander Blvd.
SHZEEEARSHT FE SN LE:11:00a(E),9:00a(K) 2230 Birchmount Rd.
BENEEE %ﬁﬂ%& @048 1:11:15a(82),9:30a(Z%) 1490 Birchmount Rd.
MELEESES Pt AT 4E F: 9:30a(Z), 11a(E) 241 Alexmuir Blvd.
EFEEE FOKE BEREL: 915(ER) 393 Middlefield Road
ZMEZERIED Ilimw 28y 48 - 9:30a(2),11a(E) 17 Gordon Ave.
SHMEEHREASTED B4 L Ja(3 )11a(l E) 9950 Sheppard Ave.E.
ITEEEANREE EEY 4917453 (B), BEREL: 3223 Kennedy Rd.
11:15a(&2), 9:30a(3%),11a(&)
REREE e BEREL 11a@EEE)9a( ) 2601 McNicoll Ave.
EEY=EgE WEE BEREL 11a@®) 300 Silver Star Bivd.
Scarborough Community Victor EeEN4SL: 9:30a(ER) 135 Silver Star Blvd.
Alliance Church Lee
TREEAEEE Pt ERETE e 9:30a, 11:15a(&, 139 Siver Star Bivd.
), 9:30a(%, 52,2 Gormley),
11:15a(& Gormley)
BigREE Ryan  11:15a(&),10a(253), 9:30a(Z5) 185 Milner Ave.
Lawrence
SmEPERED BIEE EEKEL10aEH5R) 8 Metropolitan Rd.
11:45a(2%); 481 6p(Z)
HEEASES MAE BREEREEL 10a(EH) 17 Brimley Rd.
BEAEEETEEE R L 11:30pE), 9:45aER) 2610 Birchmount Rd.
10a(5RE)
ShzZEEREHE =08 HL2pE) 4156 Sheppard Ave East
(BHE)
JHWEREEES BN L 9:30a(5); 3325 Victoria Park Ave.
11:30a(H,52E)
SREAEEBNS TS BEREL: 9158 R5), 390 Bamburgh Circle.
11:15a(H, 25 RE)
EEEREE BOKE L 9:15(8),11aEE) 3838 Midland Avene,
Unit #109
EEYEEgLTE HMER BRERAL 1115a(®) #3-1220 Ellsemere Rd.
EREEE ZEIE 3:30p(®) 135 Silver Star Blvd.
REFEEEEEItE 2SR EREREL: 4p(E) 2830 Hwy TE,
SHZEEEEE M EERAELE2:45p(E)2pEE) 4125 Sheppard Ave. E.
TEEEEEEERE 2SK B 10:30a(E) Unit 114, 3838 Midland
Ave, Scarborough
SREENEED 1BEZ E%&éﬁr 9:30a(3%),11:30a(E2) 2850 Midland Ave.
SREIUBRFE s SR LE: 9:30a(®) 1036 McNicoll Ave.
HEEERE SieE EIER4ELE: 11:30a(8)2p(E), 3501 Kennedy Rd.
930a( )
JE#m
SRS AFERERE ITE BERAL: 10:30a(H, 2) 116 Norton Ave.
HEAREE BRA  BERERAE.E11:15a(2,E),9:15a(3E) 675-685 Sheppard Ave. E.
FERLHE(bE) LiEE BTEERMEL: 10a(H) 25 Axsmith Crescent
HRE KER 4p (H) 2800 Don Mills Rd
SHRZTEESEEE EFFE SENAL 9:30a@),11a(E); 145 Sparks A,
B2 9:30a,11a(RE)
SRZHEEANZET HEE EREREL945a(EFHH), 88 Finch Ave. W,
11:30a(&); B8 3:15p(E)
BEAGEERNEIHE BREE HL 9153 BEE 89 Centre Ave.
9:30a(2),11a(E)
WEZFEREE BaE B 11a(B5%) 225 Consumers Rd.
R HESE IR EEEK4EL:9:30a(E,B), 201 Tempo Ave.
11:15a(28)
——ERERENG Grace #8.12:30p (3/E) 1080 Finch Ave. E
Chang
BNEEEER (Y HiTs% BRERAL %®) 1080 Finch Ave. E.
RE)
BEREg EEE ZEERMEL: 9:30a(8),11a@FE) 99 Scarsdale Rd.
SHERBEANZET FEX BERAL: 9:30a(H), 22 Carnforth R.
10a(&, &)
HOEAREHE HE SRR 9:30a(8),10a(Z),  32KemRoad
11:30a(E, 5 &)
ZRzEETRH Anle E8& 9:30a(z), 11:30a(2) 311 Wilson Heights Blvd.
BEEENE =il HEERALE: 11:45a(8, %) 7 Gretna Ave
SRSEEEEHE  Anny  10a(@ERE) 3379 Bayview Ave.
Chen
Van Horne EE#RE = 25 10a(E) 25 Rochelle Cres.
%%
BEANREEREE Bk EHaE 11a(E) 20 Claremont St.
SRZENEES gRkEr  9:30a(3%),10a(@),11:15a(&) 77 First Ave.
BEBYSHZEEE Wtk HiE945a3), 11:15a(E) 206 McCaul St.
SEGEERE RAE BHERAL: 9:30a(8) 49 Donlands Ave.
HESEE (LEE) FHE 945aER)11a®) 8 Amroth Ave.
FEEZMmEZNRE  2FE B 3:30p(E, RE) 274 Goncord Avenue
ROEATEY IBfIEE  1:15p(2/E) SBE—EFEHE 662 PapeAv.
g, HEMELE
SHZEERCHS(EE) 2 10a(F) 5 Hoskin Ave.
EERAPZeEEY Bkt 48L:10a(®), EEER4ELE: 10a 1038 Woodbine Ave.
(3 B
ZRZEAREE Zopk  EREAE b 9:30a(),11:15a  444-450 Dundas St. W.
(&B) [R]; 7:30p(E) [B=]
REEAEEBHG E%E ZHJ: 11a(E) 455 Spadina Ave.
SMEENZEE =5 &iﬁrma(@] #1),11:15a(E2) 72-78 Beverley St.
EZSEIS FH  BHEERL: 9:15a (), 130 Gerrard St. £
11a, 6:30p(ZR)

EREGEEENE  HE SERAL 10:30a(EH) 630 Spadina Ave.
HEEEKE SR SRR E:10:30a(E), 778 Ossington Ave.
2:15p(&, )

g
BESELE A BERELE11:15a(8) 700 Apple Creek Blvd.
rPEEREH R KEDEEE 11a(8) 200 Fundy Bay Blvd.

DD%WJC%/\

647-808-3901
416-299-3855
647-771-5390
416-850-2270
416-299-3855
416-299-3399
416-288-1770
416-297-8787
416-297-8197
416-600-1876
416-282-2063
416-297-8011

416-293-5552
647-993-4778
416-754-1004

416-754-3308

416-754-3411

416-754-8119

416-998-2385
416-902-7674

647-531-1756

416-222-09681

416-498-3399

416-332-8585

416-625-3125
647-926-8363
647-866-2633
416-800-5464
647-866-2633

416-293-2233
416-494-8266
416-292-8196

416-223-4939
416-223-3121
416-844-2534
416-803-6769
416-773-0313

416-733-8088

416-733-7722

416-499-7178
416-499-0111

416-226-1525

416-494-6476

416-446-0088
416-615-2204

416-441-2232

416-398-3115
416-291-5858
647-955-2814

416-826-4686

416-603-3403
416-461-2907
416-901-1419
416-406-6439
416-690-8306
416-564-6999
416-778-9980

647-825-9909
416-424-2078

416-977-2530
416-871-3602
416-596-8376
416-925-3261

647-771-6532

647-499-7804;

906-607-8873

647-838-3410
647-868-8632

4 FE EESHERN Huxk ik
HEHGEESHEE =ER SERAL 2p(EH) 5440 16th Ave. Markham ~ 416-230-3137
B NEBHE Skt ZEERYEL: 9:30a(E), 77 Miliken Meadows Dr. ~ 905-479-3322
11:15a(E, 38, RE)
SHSEANEBHE  FRER BERAL: 8:00a 100 Acadia Ave. 905-477-7533
11:30a(&)[H], 9:45a(Z& B, 53);
B 5:00p@&)[71]
Comerstone Christian 233z =8&: 9:30a, 11:30a(3%); 9680 Ninth Line 905-294-3554
Community Church 48.E: 11:30a(F)
BENREE fIBE BEKREL: 8a, 11:15a(&), 9580 Woodbine Ave.  905-887-6222
9:30a(E, 3 BVE RE)
ZREITEEANREE (REMm B 10 EEHRE) 11248 Kennedy Rd. 905-887-0998
EREEE
BEEENE BE  11:30a(3),10:15a(8,2,5385)  145Royal CrestCt,  647-720-3360
Unit12830
BIEPEEBYRES Rk EERAEE9:30a(E 20),11:15a(&) 2250 Denison St. 905-946-1725
EEEEE BRER4E L 9:30a(E, %), 10 Waterbridge Lane ~~~ 905-513-8611
11:15a(&)
ZmsERE R EERAEL 1a(EHE) 288 Clayton Dr. 905-513-7331
BREHGHINE WOHE BRERAEL: 10:45a(E ) 5438 Major Mackenzie  416-564-9811
Drive E.
aEaEe SER ZTEEKREL: 11:30a(2,%5) 10720 Victoria Square  647-219-7788
Bivd.
BEREEe EEE BREEL: 9:30a3), 4757 14th Ave. 905-477-4887
11 15a (&,53%)
EEREE S BEERYELE: 9:30a(H, 2 ME L 180 Mingay Ave. 905-200-8227
)11 15a(&)
EREASEY B BERELE: 9:15a(EE, 53),9a(F), 1ChatelaineDr. 905-201-6344
11a( ), 10a(Z=KF)
SIRES(ESL)  ERES 55 10a(B,55); 481 10a(2) 28 Crown Steel Dr. Unit #1 905-944-8778
MEXEAEBHEES HXRE BERL: 9:30a(30), 2667 Bur Oak Ave. 905-204-8254;
11:30a(&) 416-616-6699
BESEEEBRCE) BXE BREREL: 11a(®3), 9a(@), 1330dKenedyRd.  905-305-6467
9:30a(RE)
EBYEReTEE EEF AL 10a@Bs FERE) 80 Acadia Ave Suite 208, 416-997-6543
10.30a(&)
BHFESTEE MEE BHEREL: 11a®) 4581 14th Ave. 905-415-9606
EBRESE TIER Bﬁ—&ﬁnt 9:15a(&,53), 8 Elson St. 905-472-3100
9:30a(2), 11:15a(%,53)
BEEHTE i Eaﬂ 9a(ZE, B), 11:30a(53); 2830 Hwy 7E 905-479-6058
248 F:11:30a(2)
ERESE AL EE%&,%EL 10a (&, 53%) 245 Renfrew Dr. 416-499-0111
11%&%%%“1_@1@ 2IEY 4L 9:30a(EH) 2830 Hwy 7E. 647-866-2633
SMEEEELHEIC B B 8L 3p@E) 131 Main St, Unionville ~ 647-238-0220
xi)
EREEHE ZEyE  ZEEH4E L 10a(B); 11:30a(2&) 22 EsnaPark Dr. 905-940-5234
ERFEAEBYHE FHM BEREL 11a®) 2750 14th Ave., 437-340-0805
Suite G-05, Markham
HEGEKIER BEfTAL BEERRAEL:2p(E) 5000 Steeles Ave.E -~ 416-890-9226
NG|
%{m%u%mﬂ BEAS BEE ZENEL 10:15a(2H) 15 Library Lane 905-726-8099
BABRBEES Peters 10a(E) 4898 16th Ave. 905-477-1104
SHSEANESFEGHE 2LE B8 11:30a(H) 218 Main Strest 647-230-3927
LRbepalll
ZUANIEEEEEE R R 49k 10a(E) 11760 Woodbine Ave,  416-388-7907
Whitchurch-Stouffuile, ON
HEIETWREE) MHEESHEL 915 RE), 75 Oxford Strest 905-780-0507
11:15a (&)
EhEAEEHE FRINE BEERAEL: 9:30a(FHB), 1Villa Roayle Ave. 289-620-3622
E2:11:30a()
BON\EEREEGIANY HiTe ZERAL11aER 459 Crosby Ave. 905-918-2205
LLE)
A EAREE HEE EERYEL: 9:30a(3L 535 B/ 136 Hillsview Dr, 905-508-0901
£),11:15a(2,5)
ZHEHIEATET HEE ZERHL 930a@E5R), 11221 Bayview Ave.  905-883-6773
11:15a(8, 52, 50%), 2p(E &)
ZHEN I LEEE MER BERMEL: 11:15a(8), 212 Hillsview Dr. 905-237-0223
10a(% RE)

FENCEEEEEE TEH ik opE) 416-903-4157
iﬁk:ltﬁ/\%%?ﬁzﬁ BENLRR  ERER4EL9a(E,2),11a(E ), 9670 Bayview Ave. 905-884-3399
fE11a(®), 8889, 11a(RE);

Br11a(®)
P IN
EREAEES TEE BEREL: 10a(B8%RE) 3065 Ridgeway Dr. #35-37
EREANREE 5y BEER4EL:12p (B85 4) 1550 South Gateway Rd.  905-290-9502
#320-325
EHEESEEIRE HESF BREREL: 2p@E) 377 Burnhamthorpe Rd. E, 647-974-5299

ERNFEEEE
%@“&EA BiE

IS &

2
MRERF

FHE B

SRIEE

BROIMEAESENE REL

AEEAREHE
Bl \&ET

ERPEEEHREE

EhliEkE
EHEEEHE

B
ntazAEER

BEE

WE% B

e
HRERIE
% B

lu\%
BﬁEf“‘ﬁl

HEIN=

21748 1 9:30a(3h),

1a(El RE)

481 2:30p(F)

BN F:10:45a(F),
10:30a(%)

21548 F: 9a([),10:45a (8, 3)
BT 11:15a(E,58),
9:30a(3, JE5EEF)
BN L 9:30a(3H),
10:30a(53%),11:15a(&)
B4 :10:30a(& )
f%“&ﬁﬂt930a(£>, 1:15a(&)
41548 F:10a(31),11:15a(2);
49 I 9a(m)

BN E:10:30a(8) [B7N]
BERMAE4Ap(E ) By ]
BRENAE EAp(ED);
Ei8-3:30a(%)

HAth

BN L 9:30a(8);11:30a(%) 2

582 10a(E 2%

Suite 116

5725 Terry Fox Way 905-501-0023
3143 Keyness Cres. 647-239-2667
255 Brunel Rd. 905-507-6805
6955 Millcreek Dr. 905-542-1522
5220 Creekbank Road ~ 905-238-9121
5710 Kennedy Road 905-712-9202
2233 South Millway 416-230-7846

3560 Erindale Station Road 905-896-9822

1051 Eglinton Ave W, 905-812-2938
1075 Eglinton Ave. W 289-659-5918
4219 Trellis Cres. 905-607-8873

Unit 30, 2155 Dunwin Drive 416-998-0891

145 Brock Rd. N., Pickering 905-686-6311
2459 Islington Ave. 416-741-1110
x498



EACE A FE FEHSEFFRR Hihk #Hh
FINESES T Bty ERam4Et: 9:15a(E), 11a(Z&)  127-135 Main Street South,905-252-2099
Newmarket

HEATES BEE BEREL 12:30p (E) 800 Davis Dr., Newmarket 416-800-8116
BEEORED HikkE $—EH10:30 a3 H), 80 Hillside Ave, Etobicoke 416-201-8015
Hith=H8:30a (@)
BifSEE IEEN  EEER4E L 9:30a(2E), 11:30a([H) 454 Arkell Rd., Puslinch ~ 519-824-6125
BNEARBHE BEE ERERAL: 3:30p((E) 8 Torch Ln, Guelph 519-266-4485
BHEEATES EEDEEETAE  10:30a(F,2,55) 50 Breadalbane St. 905-529-0342
Hamilton
BEETREEESET EEE BEKREL: 9:30aEH %) 31 Summit Ave., Hamilton 905-574-6293
BEEMEAEBHE B8R BEREL 1:30p(l§2|,-%);,%|§ b 460 Yonge Street, Barie  905-884-3399
8:45a, 12:30p(&); 11a, 5p(Z) x.351
BEEARGEE AR ZEEN4EL: 10:45a(F,2,3) 122 Kent Street Whithy  905-430-4838
*@E%ﬂ{* = EipEE  Fa: 9:45a(F)Milton; 88 Tremaine Rd., Mitton ~ 647-898-8322
p(l)Oa kville (AM); 340 Rebecca St.,
QOakville (PM)
BEREEEHE) it SR 10a(E) 528 Burnhamthorpe Rd. W, 647-707-4352
- BTAERR Oakvile
BEHEES BRE BHERMAELE: 11:30a(E) 1469 Nottinghill Gate, ~ 905-334-6246
Oakville
BOENEESIES  BVE HEEREL 145p@EFDH) 250kt L Oakile 905-601-1266
BIREARENE & B BEEREL: 1:30p(E) 156 Third Line, Oakvile ~ 289-837-4942
BEESENE Rl ﬁnt 10a(E) 3301 Trafalgar Rd, Oakville 416-230-7846
BREES BB BN L 10a(E), 12485 Tenth Line, 647-547-3618
11:30a(&,%) Stouffville
ZENEESETR FE=2 6273 Main St, Stouville ~ 416-931-5260
EiEESEEHS HIRE ZERELE: 10:30a(8, ) 48 McLaughlin Rd., South 416-843-7858
Brampton
BEMEANRES EEE ERK4ALE: 9:30a(3),11a (B1,2) 1989 North Park Dr,  905-791-2124
Brampton
HEEEEIES WNE BREREL: 10a(E) 2054 Mountainside Dr,  647-631-8220
Burlington
RipEARBHE i BEENAEL 2p(E), 3:50p(8) 14430 Bathurst St, Aurora 289-648-9920
BRE
BAERSEASES # & BEREL:10:30a(R H 5 5E) 5492 South River Drive,  613-366-7672
Manotick
EAEEAREE & B BEENREL: 9:30a(E) 31 Graham Avenue, Ottawa819-923-8777
BAEEASED ZEIE A2 11:15a(8), 9:30a(3); 22 Eccles St. Ottawa  613-235-8187
BE’“&%L 9:30a (&)
FKEE/\HS ?ﬁﬁ 2 18 BEREL: 11aE) 600 Bank St.Ottawa ~ 613-594-4571
EBAEHEEED BEEAE EEER4ELE: 10:30a(E), 9a(53E) 550 Codd's Rd., Ottawa  613-236-7656
BAEZANEEHE IEH B “”&%%J: 9:30a(3 E35), 116 Empress Ave. Ottawa 613-563-3043
11:15a (&, &)
EAEEEERENE MR BERAL: 10aE%X) 2500 Campeau Drive, ~ 613-762-8686
Kanata
EAEEGUEEE Rk I BEREL 930a( ), 3272 Steeple Hil Cres., ~ 613-627-4531
B2 10:45a(F, FVEHRE) Ottawa
BEAETEEED L2 BRERMEL: 9:30a(F 2), 4 Thomeliff Place, Nepean 613-820-6774

11:15a(2%); Ei8: 9:30a(5)

AYFEAESEHE TES BERAL: 10155 2) 493 Ontario St., Sudbury ~ 647-657-4772

EMEASES ;Euk BN L 2:30p(E) 237 Rykert St, Saint~~~ 905-321-4288
Catherines

BPENREE EoAE B 11a(H 2 5) 1099 University Ave. W.,  519-256-1271
Windsor

AZhiHE B

SHESEERDHERN:

(%_LEFﬁﬁ n%*i*ulﬁib)

LIRS BB E A EG AR O S E 4805 torontostm.com 2N E : 416-291-0200
B EISHSEREIMBE TS TR REREE T
ARG B BRI ENES HRe

20245F2H30 "AEFEEEN . BEDINFHEME
TR EEEEN, rﬁ%ﬁﬁf_ BAEZMERETOEN DEEIMNHOBREARSEL

LHEXPEATES BTREREERHE -FRHEAZEE BREAFEE EHEA
/x1.:. ‘%W%g‘iupi MEEETES AREARERSMEMEA (HE) BEH
0 202442 A3 1am-2pm E(SFIFRCr (Dixie Park Centre, 1550 S Gateway Rd, Mississauga)
55117 [ERRSREREE TEER BEmI - BkBE - REBE - BYIKESEY
818 - B h/E RE AT Wﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ i A RERL °

2024438238 " B1EnVFEE 1 Blessed Assurance 1&;E 8
"B EIER, EEEMERN3A23REN 11am-3pm EHEAES Mi2-4pmIEE HE
BET BRRBEFN - RAAFRE FEE ER BRI BUBES—RINBY S
B BAMEERIIRSI —RLSEHESMETE - BBEEERSHAEEEM
2 —[FAIEEMARKE TR EHIRREGES - BIREER416-291-02008 58
FHOEERE-

20245 1-48 EEMERE "URZEALEES.
1ﬁ16E|:|:4H4E|( Z/BN) LER+RER 2% (EHRINESE) EEW%%ZT‘E
BT -8 Z9:15am-12:45pm » BIY9:15am-1pm  HE) EEBBE LT 2 HEHE
iﬁﬁ)\i@#ﬁiw

2024FREPINHERERE
MEBEERE 3EERRE (AEAME; BEETEREEME; CEEWE) -
SMERERER; BB EERRE  4EERREE (AEBAME; BERTEREEME
CrRate; DEEEME) MEEER -

Ak e EESFERRE Hunt Fh
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So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you ear the flesh of the
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. John 6:53

“If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and
we will come to him and make our home with him. John 14:23
Advent, 2023

Dear Reader,

The thoughts I want to share may seem foreign to how many of us understand
faith in Jesus Christ, even difficult to digest. However, my conviction is that
they are essential, and I want to share them with you. At heart, some elements
of the gospel message are given in categories of thought that differ from those
we are familiar with in modern Western culture. Rather than an analytical and
objective vocabulary that suits descriptions in a world of objects, scripture uses
the language of interpersonal relationships and union. I want to show this to

you by highlighting four critical scripture passages.
First, isn’t it interesting that the Isaiah’s Servant Song (Isa 42:6) says,

“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand
and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations,

He does not say that the Servant will bring or announce the covenant but that

he will be the covenant.

Next, we go to the discussion of Jesus with his disciples the night before the
crucifixion. One of his disciples, Thomas, was perplexed concerning how they
would follow Jesus when they did not know the way to his destination. To this,
Jesus answered with that stunning claim, “/ am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:5). What Thomas
is expecting is for Jesus to show him how to get to the Father, but Jesus claims

that he is the path.

Again, as we claim that Jesus’ work is to reconcile God and humankind,
we usually think of this as something he accomplishes outside of himself. But
scripture reveals him to be human in every way that we are human. At the same
time, he is divine, just as the Father and the Spirit are divine. 7he reconciliation
he brings, he brings within himself and in his person. If not for this, he cannot

accomplish his work of reconciling man and God. !

And again, we usually say that Jesus Christ paid the penalty for sin or bore
our sin, and that, of course, is true. However, the apostle Paul, the foremost
author of the New Testament letters, goes so far as to say, “For our sake /e
made him to be sin who knew no sin so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)

What an astounding statement! It is the sort of claim that if it were not found
in the scriptures, you might suspect that I am heretical. His identification with
us in life was so all-embracing that he took upon himself all the vulnerability
to the temptation that we face.? In his atoning death, the curse upon sin
was the very curse that rested on him — not just the consequences of sin as
something he paid outside of himself. Rather, he drank down into himself
the full consciousness, self-loathing, and judgment that are inseparable from

rebellion against God.

Finally, Paul, writing to the Ephesians, explains that he does not just make

piGod

peace between God and man, Jew and Gentile, between whom there were the
most irreconcilable hostilities. Instead, he says, “For he himself is our peace,
who has made us both one and has broken down 7z his flesh the dividing wall
of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances,

that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making
peace, 7 (Eph 2:14)

Do you see that scripture everywhere frames the atonement as the act that
arises out of the identity of the Son of God and not just as a message about
what he did, as we often think about it? All that the Son does he does by way of
embodiment. As Karl Barth puts it: ‘He is, at the same time, the electing God
and the elected Man.” He does not just reconcile; he is the reconciliation- the
oneness of God and man. He doesn’t just bring God’s word; he is the logos.

He does not just show the love of God. He is the mercy, forgiveness, and

love of God.

How does that make a difference to us? Just this: most of the church has been
held captive in trying to fulfill an obligation to please God by what we think,
say, and do. It is impossible without an internal surrender and displacement
of our identity by his. The work that God requires is to abandon ourselves in
trust to the one he has sent. (John 6:29) My work in counselling and spiritual
direction has shown me repeatedly that most of us inside the church and most
people outside the church think in terms of conformity to God’s expectations
rather than transformation of identity. We can only do what he commands if

we take him into ourselves. What do I mean?

Let me put it this way: If someone gives you a painting and you accept
it, you hang it in your house. If it is a sweater, you wear it. If the gift is food,
you eat it. But if the offer is to adopt you, then all you are is his, and all
that is his becomes yours. (Rom 8:23, John 16:15) If another person is giving
himself to you in marriage, you cannot receive the gift without a change in your
own identity. — And a change in identity is the growing root of permanent and
authentic change in real life — how we see him, others and ourselves, and how
we live out his life in the world. What else could Christ mean by saying that
Father and Son will make their home in us? In what other way can we possibly

understand what Christ meant when he told us that we are lifeless unless we eat

his flesh and drink his blood?

Christ is the gift unto complete union with God. He holds nothing of
himself back. Then the only way we can receive him is to embrace him without
holding anything of ourselves back —That’s the deal. To belong to him is to be

cast into the red-hot fire of his holy love until we begin to glow.

Athanasius of Alexandria, the 4th-century defender of the doctrine of the
Trinity, said, “The Son of God became the Son of Man that the sons of men
might become the sons of God.”

Dear Reader, may Christ be born in you this Christmas.
Dr. Paul Zung is a Senior Dentist who has served the psychiatric and addictions population

for over 35 years. He has studied counselling and is interested in the intersection of psychology
and spirituality.

1. Torrance, Thomas E. Atonement: The Person and Work of Christ. Edited by Robert T. Walker.
Milton Keynes: Paternoster; Downers Grove, Illinois: IVP Academic, 2009; #2009-TFT-1

2. hteps://growrag.wordpress.com/2017/07/01/st-athanasius-and-thomas-torrance-in-
collusion-on-the-assumption-of-the-fallen-human-nature-in-christ/
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