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Managing Principal
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647-808-3901
416-299-3855
647-771-5390
416-850-2270
416-299-3855
416-299-3399
416-288-1770
416-297-8787
416-297-8197
416-600-1876
416-282-2063
416-297-8011

416-293-5552
647-993-4778
416-754-1004

416-754-3308

416-754-3411

416-754-8119

416-998-2385
416-902-7674

647-531-1756

416-222-09681

416-498-3399

416-332-8585

416-625-3125
647-926-8363
647-866-2633
416-800-5464
647-866-2633

416-293-2233
416-494-8266
416-292-8196

416-223-4939
416-223-3121
416-844-2534
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416-733-8088
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416-291-5858
647-955-2814

416-826-4686

416-603-3403
416-461-2907
416-901-1419
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416-690-8306
416-564-6999
416-778-9980

647-825-9909
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416-977-2530
416-871-3602
416-596-8376
416-925-3261

647-771-6532
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906-607-8873
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647-868-8632
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5440 16th Ave. Markham  416-230-3137
77 Miliken Meadows Dr.  905-479-3322
100 Acadia Ave. 905-477-7533
9680 Ninth Line 905-294-3554
9580 Woodbine Ave. 905-887-6222
11248 Kennedy Rd. 905-887-0998
145 Royal Crest Crt, 647-720-3360
Unit12830

905-946-1725
10 Waterbridge Lane 905-513-8611
288 Clayton Dr. 905-513-7331
5438 Major Mackenzie ~ 416-564-9811
Drive E.
10720 Victoria Square ~ 647-219-7788
Blud.
4757 14th Ave. 905-477-4887
180 Mingay Ave. 905-209-8227
1 Chatelaine Dr. 905-201-6344

28 Crown Steel Dr. Unit #1 905-944-8778

2667 Bur Oak Ave. 905-294-8254;
416-616-6699
133 Old Kennedy Rd. ~ 905-305-6467

80 Acadia Ave Suite 208, 416-997-6543

4581 14th Ave. 905-415-9606
8 Elson St. 905-472-3100
2830 Hwy 7E 905-479-6058
245 Renfrew Dr. 416-499-0111
2830 Hwy 7 E. 647-866-2633
131 Main St, Unionville ~ 647-238-0220
22 Esna Park Dr. 905-940-5234
9680 Ninth Line, Markham 647-406-3126
5000 Steeles Ave. E 416-890-9226
15 Library Lane 905-726-8099
4898 16th Ave. 905-477-1104
218 Main Street 647-239-3927
11760 Woodbine Ave,  416-388-7907
Whitchurch-Stouffville, ON
75 Oxford Street 905-780-0507
1 Villa Roayle Ave. 289-622-3622
459 Croshy Ave. 905-918-2205
136 Hillsview Dr. 905-508-0901
11221 Bayview Ave. 905-883-6773
212 Hillsview Dr. 905-237-0223
416-903-4157
9670 Bayview Ave. 905-884-3399
3065 Ridgeway Dr. #35-37

1550 South Gateway Rd.  905-290-9502
#320-325
377 Burnhamthorpe Rd. E, 647-974-5299
Suite 116

5725 Terry Fox Way 905-501-0023
3143 Keyness Cres. 647-239-2667
255 Brunel Rd. 905-507-6805
6955 Millcreek Dr. 905-542-1522
5220 Creekbank Road ~ 905-238-9121
5710 Kennedy Road 905-712-9202
2233 South Millway 416-230-7846

3560 Erindale Station Road 905-896-9822

1061 Eglinton Ave W, 905-812-2038
1075 Eglinton Ave. W 289-659-5918
4219 Trellis Cres. 905-607-8873

Unit 30, 2155 Dunwin Drive 416-998-0891

145 Brock Rd. N, Pickering 905-686-6311
2459 Islington Ave. 416-741-1110
X498
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Shepherds!

- Luke 2:9-10

is Christmastime!

It Perhaps you've noticed that our TVs are already streaming shows and movies

highlighting the spirit of the season. The stores we frequent have festive
displays of products to make this time of year memorable. It is the season of good cheer
and merry celebrations. It is the season of being thankful for family and friends. It is
the season of caring and sharing our blessings. The world is caught up in the spirit of
Christmastime, yet deep down, we realize that it is merely a varnish of sentimentality
over the way things are.

The reality of daily life and troubles in the world, both near and far, worry us.
We wonder about our loved ones who are dealing with illness. We lose sleep over
the direction of the economy. We hope that the distant conflicts will not plunge the
world into war. We see the collapse of what were once mighty businesses, hoping our
livelihood will persist through the uncertainty. All this to say that beneath the outward
cheer of the season, there is simmering anxiety and fear.

But Christmas is not about a season. The real meaning of Christmas neither glosses
over nor denies our fears. Christmas is about the birth of the Saviour, Jesus Christ, who
was born into the world as a human baby — the One who reconciles poor sinners to the

righteous and mighty God.

There is so much to the Christmas story, but there is at least one part of it that
speaks to us about the meaning of Christmas as it relates to our FEARS. It is the account
of the shepherds we read in the Bible: And in the same region there were shepherds out
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared ro
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear.
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. Luke 2:8-11 (ESV).

Shepherding is not a great job because sheep are rather uncooperative and somewhat
smelly animals. Shepherds were generally looked down on in Israel, but in the Bible,
God had a special place for shepherds throughout history. There was the time when an
exiled Hebrew man from Egypt was shepherding the flocks that belonged to a priest
in the land of Midian when God appeared to him in a burning bush (Exodus 3) and
appointed him to lead his people out of slavery. There was a time when God appointed
a shepherd from Bethlehem to become Israel’s greatest king (1 Samuel 16:1-13). And
later on, God called a shepherd by the name of Amos to be a prophet (Amos 1:1).

We don’t know for sure, but it most likely fits into the Christmas story that these
shepherds at Bethlehem were watching over flocks of sheep that would eventually be
used for sacrifice on the altar in Jerusalem. Whether or not this was the case, it was not
to the leaders, the prominent, or the cultural elite that the angel appeared. The angel
of God appeared to these lowliest of people, the shepherds.

We are told they were filled with great fear when the angel appeared. Let’s ask the
question, why were the shepherds afraid? First, they were worried because the glory
of the Lord shone around them. It is an expected and normal response to the sudden
appearance of an angel and the glory of the Lord lighting up the surrounding area. If
an angel suddenly appeared to you or me, I think we, too, would be slightly startled
but more likely somewhat terrified!

Second, the shepherds were filled with fear because of God’s glory and greatness.
You see, when they, the lowly shepherds, suddenly found themselves surrounded by
God’s glory — when they were suddenly thrust into God’s presence — they became
intensely aware that they were standing in the presence of God who is almighty and
infinitely majestic. They were lowly shepherds who lived ordinary lives in a little corner
of the country. When we get even a momentary glimpse of God’s glory and greatness,
we understand how small we are. How can we have standing in God’s presence? The
shepherds were filled with fear, overwhelmed and awestruck in God’s presence.

Third, the shepherds were afraid of the unknown. What is this that was happening
to them? What is this angel? This glory of the Lord? None of this was a part of their day-
to-day expectations. It was all something that created uncertainty. It interrupted their
routine and would change things from this point forward. You and I know something
about the unexpected interrupting our lives and upsetting the patterns we've become
used to, especially in our present troubled world. Our days are all about the unknown.
Our recent experiences have often been about the unexpected. What we anticipate is
often uncertain. Circumstances have come about that are troubling and continue to
resist easy resolution. If we are honest, we, too, have been, and perhaps still are, afraid
of the unknown.

Fourth, the shepherds were filled with fear because of their sin and unworthiness.
They knew that it was the glory of the Lord that shone around them, and being in the
presence of the Lord made them acutely aware of their own unrighteousness, that there
was nothing about themselves that would commend them to God. They would run
and hide, but they could not, for the glory of the Lord shone around them.

Well, those are the reasons for the shepherds’ fear. But what is the answer to the
shepherds’ fear? How is their fear addressed in the Christmas story, revealed to us in the
word of God? The answer is in the angel's words to the shepherds: “Fear not, for behold, I
bring you good news of great joy thatr will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11 (ESV).

To the shepherds’ fear of a sudden change in their routine and God’s glory
surrounding them, the angel answers. The angel said, “Fear not!” and he explained. You
see, when God breaks into our world, there is legitimate reason for fear because he is
God, and we are lowly human beings. But there is another perspective. This particular
breaking into the shepherds’ world by God brings reason for great joy. At Christmas,
the birth of Christ the Lord, the reason for joy overwhelms the reason for fear. The
shepherds have been given a Saviour in their situation of lowliness and obscurity. We
have been given a Saviour even as we go about our quiet and undistinguished daily
business. Those who are usually ignored or forgotten are not forgotten by God.

To the shepherds’ fear of God’s glory and greatness, of being overwhelmed by
the might of God, the angel announces the birth of a Christ, who comes as a baby in
the little town of Bethlehem to an unknown couple. God has chosen to come among
humankind as one of us, not in glory and prominence, but very quietly and unnoticed.
The birth announcement, though out of the ordinary, was made to common, quiet
folk — the lowly shepherds. God has come humbly for all people and, indeed, for

ordinary people like you and me.

To the shepherds’ fear of the unknown, the angel connects the events of the
Saviour’s birth and the shepherds’ need. There may be many things of which the
shepherds are unsure and uncertain, but the one thing they most need to know is
revealed to them. This baby that is born is the Saviour, the one who comes in the
lineage of King David. He is the Christ, the long-foretold Messiah, anointed by God
to restore the people to a relationship of promise with God. And he is come for all the
people. All who accept him as the Saviour and Lord will find great joy. The shepherds
were told that their most profound need as sinners needing a Saviour had been met.
The One who would accomplish their reconciliation to God has been born among the
people who need him. God uses scary and troubling events for his perfect purposes in

the shepherds’ lives.

To the shepherds’ sense of their sin and unworthiness, the angels said, I bring you
good news of grear joy. God’s rescue plan for unworthy sinners is being carried out.
It is the good news, that is, the gospel of Christmas. The child born in Bethlehem,
the city of David, is the Saviour. He is the Son of God — God himself comes among
humankind to be one of us, to live life perfectly and sinlessly among us, and then to go
to the Cross to die in our place to pay the price of our sin for us. The shepherds tending
lambs used for sacrifice on the altar at Jerusalem would find this good news indeed.
The angel announced the gospel, the good news, to the shepherds and, by way of the
shepherds, to all people. The Lamb of God has come for you and me.

Those are the questions, along with the answers, that surround the shepherds at
Christmas. They had their fears as they tended the sheep, but God revealed what they
needed to know to allay those fears. Fears are common to all people — we know that
more than ever in a world beset by difficulties. What fears do you face today? Hear
what the shepherds heard, and understand that the gospel is still the answer to your
anxiety, whether great or small. God speaks to you through his word in this account of
the shepherds on that first Christmas.

Christmas is the good news that God has come among us in the person of his Son,
Jesus Christ, to be our Saviour from sin and our Lord. Won’t you cast your fears and
your cares on him and trust him to lead you amidst the things that are unknown and
uncertain? Surely, he has come among us for just a time as this.

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy thar will be for all the people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

(Reference: Richard Choy is grateful to God for his grace in serving as the spiritual leader
shepherding the English-speaking Congregation at North York Chinese Baptist Church for
over 35 years. He is a loving father and husband living in Thornhill, Ontario. )
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