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(Tips of Evangelism - Leading Children to Jesus "ASAP."™ - PondChan - )

S ome Christian parents unaware of the cruciality of their children's belief
in Jesus. And even consider that they will make their own decisions
when they grow up. Without God's guidance, would lead children under
foul and fail by the world's unhealthy trends; as a result, they may become
atheists, pantheists, and even heretical cults!

Since I first believed in the Lord, I heard Dr. Esther Su remind
Christians that when children are 3 to 4 years old, we should lead them to
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit will help and guide them. Then I took action
to teach my grandsons, aged 3 and 4, to believe in Jesus. I testify that they
have received God's life and the Bible's truth after believing in the Lord.

iends,

“It is a mere and miserable solitude to want true fr
without which the world is but a wilderness ...”” (Francis Bacon)

hen I read of the "miserable solitude" of one who wants “true
friends” and the contrast between the “world” and " wilderness" in
this quote, I could not help but think of our workplace!

I have worked for many years in the corporate world and found that
it is not easy for people in the workplace to develop into good friends! As
I tried to observe and reason for a while, it could be the high mobility of
people in the workplace, their different languages and expressions, busy
and lengthy work life, and different interests. And some people may even
deliberately draw a clear boundary between work and other areas of life and
do not believe one can develop deep friendships in the workplace. So then,
I concluded the most significant obstacles are busyness, cultural differences,
language expression, and the uplifting of privacy. As a result, no matter
how great the potential for friendship development and the hindrance
resulting from lack of authentic communication and understanding, the
chances of becoming friends are ever smaller! Although most people spend
most of their waking hours in their workplaces, they tend to only focus
on work efficiency and results. Thus the content of the communication is
only work-related. Even in social chats, the content of conversations may
be surrounding topics like weather, traffic, current affairs, or politics. In
the marketplace, relationships between people tend to be superficial. Due
to pressures of work and human deceitfulness and selfishness, there are
many instances of discord, competitiveness, and mutual attacks. Those to
whom we are physically closest every day may be the farthest in the distance
within our hearts - what a pity!

In the Bible, there are not too many records of workplace friendship.
The most desirable one is the friendship between David and Jonathan (1
Samuel 20:42). They came to know each other due to David’s defeat of
Goliath and became Saul's close subordinates. They cherished each other
and eventually developed into close friends. There’re also other examples,
such as relationships between masters and apprentices who have a common
goal or orientation which turned into extraordinary friendships, e.g.,

Likewise, I have encouraged many Christians to lead their children and
grandchildren to believe in Jesus.

Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are
old they will not turn from it. (Proverbs 22:6)

Ways to Lead Children to Jesus
1. Pray that the Lord will send you and give you power & authority. (ref.

Romans 10:15, Matthew 28:18-20)

Preach the Gospel to children with a cordial attitude.

Use lively methods to attract children and use children's Gospel tools.

Use Gospel tools (products made by the STM center — five-color

gloves, five-color beads, five-color caterpillars) to illustrate salvation.

5. The content of salvation should refer to what children could relate to
(Christmas, Good Friday, Easter) to the briefing on salvation.

6. When mentioning sins, cite their behavior (naughty, disobedient,
arguing, fighting, tantrums, etc.).

7. 'The Holy Spirit can boldly lead children to confess their sins, repent,
and confess that Jesus is the Lord of their lives and the Lord who rose
from the dead.

8. Slowly lead the children to pray and decide to believe in Jesus (the
content of the prayer has been included in the gospel tool).

9. Boldly ask after prayer: "Where is the Lord Jesus? Has the Lord Jesus
forgiven your sins? Where will you be with the Lord in the future?”

10. Teach them to pray and thank the Heavenly Father every day when
they get up, before bed, and before eating.

N

Nurturing Children to Grow in the Lord
1. Lead them (participate in children's worship, Sunday school, AWANA,
study children's Bible)
2. Christian parents are good role models and good witnesses for the Lord
before their children.

R

Elijah and Elisha (2 Kings Chapter 2), Jesus and His inner circle: Peter,
James, John (Mark 9:2), Paul and Timothy (Philippians 2) and so on. It is
pretty surprising to realize that, despite the rapid developments in science,
technology, media, and countless channels of communication between
people, the friendship between people remains short-lived and superficial.
There is no doubt that deep and meaningful companies require time,
commitment, and close interactions to develop. In fact, from a positive
perspective, the workplace has the potential for forming, developing, and
nurturing valuable friendships. How can we turn this bustling “wilderness”
of poor human relationships into an “oasis” where we can exchange
acceptance, appreciation, sympathy, and support that can nourish people's
hungry hearts?

In my experience, such an "oasis" is only possible in Christ, e.g., a
weekly lunchtime gospel fellowship. Never underestimate the potential of
one-hour lunchtime. If we are persistent, we could transform this 1 - hour
into a life-changing opportunity! I encountered and birthed in Jesus Christ
in such a window of opportunity. Years ago, when I was working in Hong
Kong, I was invited by several Christian colleagues to join their weekly
lunchtime bible-study group. Initially, I had no interest in religious activities.
Still, because of their sincere invitations, I was too embarrassed to decline,
and they turned out to be the first contacts I had with Christians. After
attending their group for a while, I began to have a deeper understanding
of these Christians I worked with - their life outside work, family, children,
outlook on life, values, attitudes when facing difficulties, and how to deal
with them. At first, I found it quite amusing that these Christians seemed
naive, with a simple trust in each other, sharing things so transparently with
one another in prayers. But after seeing how God answered their prayers, I
realized their God is truthful. Eventually, a Christian colleague invited me
to her church, and gradually I came to faith in Jesus.

Shortly after my conversion, I immigrated to Canada and worked
in downtown Toronto. God led me to a lunchtime Christian fellowship
hosted by a French-Canadian lawyer couple. Although I was busy with

...... (continue to p.13)
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7 Things You Should Know About Repentance

13

- Dan Stegeman °

grew up in a church-going family, for which

I am grateful. But if memory serves me well,
what I often heard from the pulpit was only a
“half gospel.” Yes, I heard a lot about “believing
in Jesus” but little about sin and repentance and
the righteousness of God.

[ don’t think I am alone in this.

I recently had the opportunity to speak to
around 100 youth at a Christian school in our
area. | began by asking the question, “what is
repentance?” After waiting for some time, only
one student mustered the courage to respond. I
can't remember exactly what he said, but it was
clear from that little exercise that most of the
students haven’t heard much about repentance.

Few would argue that teaching about the
doctrine of repentance is lacking in our churches
and Christian organizations. And if there is going
to be revival and renewal in our churches today,
it will be preceded by a clear and robust teaching
on this core doctrine.

Here are 7 things you simply must know
about repentance.

Jesus preached repentance

“From that time Jesus began to preach
saying, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand” (Matthew 4:17). The four gospels show
us that Jesus preached on numerous topics, but
first and foremost, Jesus preached a message of
repentance.

The apostles also preached repentance. Jesus
said in Luke 24:46-47, “Thus it is written, that
the Christ should suffer and on the third day
rise from the dead, and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem.”
The apostles heeded these words, beginning with
Peter on the day of Pentecost (see Acts 2:38).

If Jesus preached repentance, and the apostles
preached repentance, then it goes without saying
that the church for all time should preach
repentance.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

© The Gospel Coalition https://ca.thegospelcoalition.org/

Repentance is a command

While the apostle Paul was preaching in
Athens, he said, “The times of ignorance God
overlooked, but now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day
on which he will judge the world in righteousness
by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he
has given assurance to all by raising him from the
dead” (Acts 17:30-31).

In other words, repentance is not optional.
God will hold everyone accountable for their
words and deeds (2 Corinthians 5:10).

Repentance involves “turning” or changing
your mind

In another instance where Paul was speaking
to King Agrippa, he said, “they should repent and
turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with
their repentance” (Acts 26:20).

A simple (yet Biblical) way to think of
repentance is doing a “180” in terms of how you
think and live. At one point you were going one
direction in life and then you turn around and
go the opposite direction. You are acknowledging
that you were in the wrong and that God was
right about everything. You are saying in effect,
“I need to change.” In this sense, repentance is
linked with faith and conversion.

It is, however, important to note that
repentance is not limited to one’s conversion
narrative. Luther famously stated, “When our
Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent’, he
intended that the entire life of believers should
be repentance.” It is not a one and done kind of
thing. It is a lifestyle.

John the Baptist forcefully told the Pharisees
and Sadducees, “Bear fruit in keeping with
repentance” (Matthew 3:8). He knew they were
self-righteous. He knew they thought they were
close to God. But what they really needed was to
humble themselves before a holy and righteous
God and repent of their sins.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

a sense of mission for Christians. At one

...... (continued from p.12)

meeting, the host addressed Christians, "Your

work and sometimes did not feel like going,
whenever [ dropped everything and went,
I felt inspired and recharged and found new
strength to return to my work. When I formed
the habit of attending every week, I gradually
went with anticipation, eager to discover
what comfort or encouragement God had in
store for me that week. The content of the
meeting was simple yet creative, e.g., singing
and worship, Bible truth sharing, testimony,
prayers, a mime show, and celebrations of
special events like Christmas or Easter. Many
people from different companies brought non-
believing colleagues to attend. Because there
was only one hour, every time there would be
a simple message, even if it was just a Bible
verse or a poem, it could cheer up the tired
and discouraged people who came. My most
profound impression was that many people
who came had never set foot in a church.
Some of them went to work with all kinds of
burdens in life. In a fast-paced and indifferent
"wilderness" called the workplace, this kind of
gathering is a beautiful "oasis" where one can
find rest and listen to God.

In addition, the lunchtime gospel
fellowship in the workplace allows not-yet-
Christians to know Jesus Christ and cultivates

true identity in your workplace is not the title
of your job, but you are God’s “secret agents”
in your company. He sent you there to witness
Him and reach out to those whom even your
church pastor could not reach. There are still
so many people who have never set foot in a
church, but God loves them! "

Dear friends: Do you find the job you
spend most of your time doing tedious and
meaningless? Do you feel nobody care and
you are very lonely? Do you know that in
this bustling “wilderness," there is an "oasis"
waiting for you, God who created you, and
Jesus loves you so much? Would you like to
know him? If you are willing, please contact
the staff of the Toronto Short Term Mission
Training Center immediately!

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
Although you have already believed in Jesus,
do you feel like you are fighting alone daily in
your workplace, apart from Sundays?

Do you want to see God’s miracles work
in the workplace? How to become a godly
messenger to introduce Jesus Christ, the
Living Water, to those thirsty in this bustling
“wilderness"?

Please contact Toronto Short Term
Mission Training Center immediately.

May God bless you!

Repentance involves “sorrow” over your sin

In order for a person to be saved, God
must convict them of their sin. They must see
the heinous nature of their sin and how it has
estranged them from Almighty God. If a person
remains proud and self-righteous, he will die in
his sins.

One illustration of sorrowing over sin is
that of Job. “I had heard of you by the hearing
of the ear, but now my eye sees you; therefore,
I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes”
(Job 42:5-6). Along with that, James writes, “Be
wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter
be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will
exalt you” (James 4:8-9).

Only when we realize that we have offended
a holy and righteous God and that our sins are
piled as high as the sky, can we truly come to God
in faith. The Bible says, “For godly grief produces
a repentance that leads to salvation without
regret, whereas worldly grief produces death” (2
Corinthians 7:9-10).

God is patient with us

“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise
as some count slowness, but is patient towards
you, not wishing that any should perish, but
that all should reach repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).
God doesn’t just give us one chance to repent.
He is remarkably patient and kind towards us. In
Romans 2:4 it says, “God’s kindness is meant to
lead you to repentance.”

Paul’s transparent words in 1 Timothy 1:15-
16 are also helpful. “Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.
But I received mercy for this reason, that in me,
as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his
perfect patience as an example for those who
were to believe in him for eternal life.”

Repentance leads to life

Scripture presents two ways (and only two
ways) to live. The way of life is outlined in Acts
11:18. “When they heard these things they fell
silent, and they glorified God saying, “Then to the
Gentilesalso God hasgranted repentance thatleads
to life.”

When preachers hold back and neglect to tell
sinners they are dead in their trespasses and sins,
and that they must repent, then they fail in their
God-given calling. The fact that there is hope and
deliverance in Jesus’ name is glorious news to the
sinner. God will grant them repentance, but they
must first hear the message in order to respond in
faith (Romans 10:14-17).

An unrepentant heart leads to death

The second way to live is the path that leads
to death. The “weeping prophet” Jeremiah cried
out to the Lord, “O Lord, do not your eyes look
for truth? You have struck them down, but they
felt no anguish, you have consumed them, but
they have refused to take correction. They have
made their faces harder than rock; they have
refused to repent.”

'The most tragic thing in all the world is when
sinners remain hard-hearted. They don't heed the
call of the gospel to repent and believe the good
news (Mark 1:15) and thus they choose the path
that leads to death.

The gospel is the glorious news of a Savior
who has come down to earth to heal and rescue
sinners from their plight. But the reality which
Scripture makes clear is that there is no salvation
apart from repentance, which leads to faith.

May God convict our hearts.
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 Alice Cheng *

he fast and efficient metropolitan model has improved people’s

materialistic lifestyle, but it also greatly increases our levels of fear and
anxiety. In fact, the metropolis represents a combination of desire and fear.
Interests and fears dominate the lives of all citizens.

Facing change and limitations

We often encounter various challenges or adversities in life, including
health, education, work, marriage, family, property, unexpected difficulties
and setbacks, etc. The busyness of work and a large amount of affairs and
information we consume every day are overwhelming. Moreover, we have
to deal with the chaotic state of this world, such as natural and man-made
disasters, rapid changes in society, complicated politics, the spread of
diseases, virus mutations, and so on and so forth. Faced with changes in
the external environment and one’s personal limitations, fear and anxiety

...... (cont’d to p.15)

[ Gen Z at 30,000 Feet])

AN INTRODUCTION TO WORLDVIEW

- Samuel Aragones °

he next generation (Gen. Z, in this case), even as a millennial-aged

pastor (born ’94) in my 8th year of pastoral ministry, can always
find a way to make you feel old, irrelevant, and out-of-touch. “You don’t
understand the culture!” But in this effort to reach the next generation
for the gospel, the one thing I think pastors and youth ministers get
wrong is that “culture” is so much more than fashion, language, or
even technology (although it plays a significant role in shaping their
worldview)—it’s about philosophy!

Don't stop reading! No, philosophy is not just for intellectuals
and scholars, philosophy is about how we understand and process our
existence and reality; it is the lens through which we perceive the world.
To make us more comfortable, we can call it “worldview” instead.

The key to building connections with those of different worldviews/
philosophies/generations is not to simply adopt their worldview, but to
seek to understand it so that we can meaningfully engage with its veracity
and real-world implications together.

So what are these lenses through which Gen. Z sees the world? From
both my research and personal, youth pastor experience, here are 3 major
Gen. Z influences:

Number 1: Social Media: to Gen. Z, apps like TikTok and Instagram
are representations of the world, where we are bombarded with the lives
and personal details of others, the need to present a polished life or
aesthetic, as well as the inundation of world news, events, and perspectives.

Number 2: Social Justice: the air they breath is activism, specifically
for social causes like racial reconciliation, environmental crises, LGBTQ+
issues, etc.

Number 3: A Post-Christian World: in the West, young people are
quick to define themselves as spiritual, but wary of organized religion,
either because of historic abuses in the church, or because the teaching
of objective truth and moral values fly in the face of their post-modern
tolerance.

Intellectually Nihilistic, Practically Dogmatic

The term I've coined for this Gen. Z worldview is Intellectually
Nihilistic, Practically Dogmatic. When engaging issues of meaning and
purpose with unchurched youth, I have found that they often appear

~

comfortable with the idea of life having no objective purpose or meaning
(Nihilism), often in the name of tolerance—the post-modern reluctance
of undermining subjective, personal “truths”. But now, this a sentiment
brought on by a desire for love and tolerance—Dby denying objective truth
and moral values—has actually driven many to depression and anxiety;
we were designed for purpose, and to escape this is to wander into the
absurd.

We like to say “There’s no absolute truth! Whatever you believe is
‘your truth’!” and in the same breath, go out and protest against racism;
because racism is “absolutely wrong”. Our culture may think themselves
relativists, but in our ethos, there is still a hierarchy of values.

How Then Shall We Live?

This is a small window into the Gen. Z worldview. Now we ask:
“How do I, a pastor, parent, or teacher respond to this?”

American pastor Costi Hinn said this about Gen. Z: “They are
a dogmatic generation...either for wild, liberal agendas, or they want
truth. And if you give it to them straight, you'll find out [that] it’s not
the 90s [anymore].” As pastors, youth ministry cannot afford to go soft;
we're not “babysitting” or developing a social program to distract teens
from partying, culture, and sin. Youth ministry is about making disciples
who have an authentic relationship with Jesus, whose faith and tenacity
for the Great Commission are tempered by the truth of God’s word and
the edification of battling through life alongside like-minded believers.

They want truth, but what's more, they want real-world engagement
between the truth of the gospel with the reality of their present
circumstances and values. One example: as image-bearers of God, even
non-Christian Gen. Z bleed the heart that bears God’s innate sense of
justice (Rom. 2:15). We as churches need not only to address the church’s
role in being God’s arm of justice and mercy in the world, but to also live
it out!

In future articles, I hope to utilize my experience to help equip
pastors and Christians in learning how to engage the next generation for
Jesus! In this endeavour, here’s one piece of critical advice: when listening
to the next generation, listen in order to understand, not just to refute.
Often a Gen. Z enters the church as a desperate cry for real answers
to existential questions about meaning and purpose—where they will
encounter Jesus in a powerful, life and worldview-altering way. Asking
questions, listening, and building relationships help us piece together
the puzzle that depicts their worldview—how they understand/perceive
reality—in order to build bridges for the gospel to break into that reality
with Christ’s power to both save and sanctify.
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are unavoidable. This is because we are afraid of losing the
guarantees that we depend on to maintain a good living —
life, health, work, income, property, ability, relationships and
quality of life, and more.

Breaking through fear and anxiety

Fear and anxiety are inseparable. Fear can be a stcumbling
block or a stepping stone. Negative fear makes people
selfish, greedy, sorrowful, or become cold and indifferent.
Positive fear, on the other hand, produces precautionary
and protective knowledge and wisdom, as well as caring
actions and implementations. Some ways to break through
unnecessary anxieties include increasing preparedness,
referencing experiences, familiarizing the environment,
honing our skills, adjusting expectations, reducing desires,
simplifying affairs, and avoiding unnecessary comparisons.
We should be flexible and gentle when dealing with different
people and issues. Our anxieties may be relieved by doing
exercise, being close to nature, enjoying our hobbies, tasting
good food, meeting friends, or reading independently.

Embracing existential anxiety

When the song ends and the night gets quiet, you will
feel an indescribable anxiety deep in your heart, urging you
to ponder and ask questions about the meaning of existence.
For example: Who am I? Why did I come to this world?
What am [ living for? As a matter of fact, you are born to be
unique, and thus no one can fully understand you, which
alludes to ultimate loneliness. You are born with desires,
but nothing can truly satisfy you, which alludes to ultimate
emptiness. You are born to die, but you do not want to die,
which alludes to ultimate fear. However, since this existential
anxiety has been builtinto my soul —let me embrace it, cherish
life, discover my unique self and embody the meaning of life.

Refuge in the Lord who created you

Even the best romantic love cannot be the answer
to existential anxiety. Human beings instinctively desire
intimacy, and often think that the relationship of love
and mutual dependence embodies the whole meaning of
existence. It turns out that interpersonal relationships can act
as both support and harm in our lives; it can either alleviate
our anxiety or create anxiety. If someone replaces God’s
central position in his life with something else, this position
is eternally misplaced, which will surely lead to an increase
in anxiety. The Lord Jesus understands you and you are not
alone. The love of the Lord can satisfy your heart, and you
no longer feel emptiness. The Lord Jesus has risen from the
dead, has accomplished salvation, and has given the hope of
eternal life — you no longer fear death.

“For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the
Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass
away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.” (1 John
2:16-17 NIV)

“My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength
of my heart and my portion forever.” (Psalm 73:26 NIV)

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Author’s credentials: Bachelor at Overseas Theological
Seminary, Master of Pastoral Counseling at Chinese Mission
Seminary, Former minister at Hong Kong Christ Evangelical

Church and Hiulai Church

hen I began my elementary school years we began the day singing the

Canadian national anthem and saying the Lord’s Prayer in unison. By the
time I finished high school we were taught that science had proven God does not
exist. Therefore, not only did we stop saying the Lord’s Prayer we also no longer sang
the national anthem because it acknowledged the existence of God.

Today, students are no longer taught that science is true because they are
teaching truth is based on what you personally think or feel. As a result, we have
fully arrived into a narcissistic society just like in the day of the Judges. “In those
days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”
(Judges 17:6 & 21:25).

What our society is blind to, is the coming chaos that will ensue in a self-
absorbed society that rejects God. With a rejection toward the truth of Scripture
comes a decline in moral values. Since there is no agreed upon foundation we enter
into a “Wild West” type of law and order of every man for himself. I think we
have seen this play out on our streets over the last few years with crowds of people
protesting for their personal “freedoms” and “rights”.

How should we as believers respond to these concerning trends? As Christians
we cant even agree on how to counter our culture. Should we stand outside
government buildings in “peaceful protest” with placards, send letters to our MP’s,
preach on street corners, voice our opinions on social media, play economic warfare
by boycotting certain companies, or sit back in tolerance and let it all play out?
What should we do?

The first and most effective weapon we have is prayer! Church historian,
J. Edwin Orr, in his video The Role of Prayer in Spiritual Awakening says there
has been no spiritual awakening that did not start without a “concerted effort of
extraordinary, sustained prayer.”

As I'm sure you have often heard, in 2 Chronicles 7:14 God says, “if my people
who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and
heal their land.”

So, if we want to see this promise of healing come true in your country then why
is it that we don't see more Christian’s gathering together engaged in extraordinary
prayer?

My wife and I have the privilege to work with the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association of Canada on a National Prayer Initiative. Our vision is to encourage
a heart for prayer amongst pastors and their congregations which creates a context
where God sees our earnest and unified heart for spiritual transformation across
Canada.

We are so encouraged as we connect with pastors and prayer intercessors to
see a growing movement of believers who are aware of the need for prayer and are
acting on this. To create a practical and easy way for Christians to begin praying we
launched the Prayer Walk Challenge (www.billygraham.ca/prayer-walk-challenge/).

What a great opportunity especially during the COVID-19 pandemic for
pastors to mobilize their congregations and pray for their neighbors, community
leaders and for national revival. We challenge you to consider, in addition to your
private prayer life, to walk your neighborhood and pray.

Finally, is there a group of Christians you can meet on a regular basis to pray
a concerted, earnest effort of extraordinary, sustained prayer? Imagine what God
would do if we all took up this challenge? I believe we would experience revival and
the spiritual transformation we desire.

Dale Winder is the National Initiatives Manager for the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association of Canada. He has 30 years of ministry experience as a
pastor, denomination leader and cross denomination network leader.
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Prayer o
to Accept (= HE &k

Jesus | 1

“Dear Lord Jesus, | know that | am a sinner, and | ask for Your
forgiveness. | believe You died for my sins and rose from the
dead. | turn from my sins and invite You to come into my heart
and life. I want to trust and follow You as my Lord and Savior.
In Your Name. Amen.’

Please Check v/

[] T have followed above prayer to accept Jesus Christ as my
Lord and Savior.

[ ] T would like to know more about Jesus, please send me more
information (Free).

[l Please contact me -

Name

Contact No. :

Email :

Address :
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